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judge for ten yesrs. It is of no use to have
two dections following, one ihis year, and
another it may be the next.

There is another reason forit. You may
clect a man fcra ycar or a year and a lhalf,
and break up his business in other respects.
This does 1 ot apply so stronzly to the State's
attorney as to som:e other officers; but if you
elect a man for a portion of the time his Lusi-
ness will suffer greatly, and then in a short |
twe you elect scmebody else.  Ithink there- |
fore tha?when lLe ig clecled it should be for
the full term of four years. The jcople ure
just as competent to elcet at ore time for a
term of four years, asat another time for a
term of four years. 1 ree no use in electing
a man to an office, and just as he becomes
scquainted with it turning him out and put-
ting another oue in. I think that on prin-
ciple it ought to be just as it is in the case of
the judges.

Tle «mendment submitted by Mr. StirLixG
was agreed to.

The guestion was statcd upon the amend-
meut submitted by Mr. CuaMpExs, to strike
out the latter ciause of the section.

Mr. StockpripgE.” What will then be the
construction ?

Mr. Tuomas. That the State’s at‘orney
elected to fiil the vacaucy, will serve for the
fuil term of fours years, as I understand it.

Mr. Stocesringe. 1t thot is the operation
of it [ amready 10 vote for it. That mukes it
accord with what bhas been recowmended by
the commitiee on the judiciary department,
although not wcted upon by the convention
as yet. It is precisely the provision reported
Ly the committee on the judicia1y department
with referince to registers of wills, almost in
the very teims.  But to muke it clear, | will
propose an amendment.

Mr. Sxih, of Carroll. I desire as far
possible to preserve a uniformity of tenure of
office with that prescribied by the report en ap-
pointment, tenure of office, &c, and that was
the reazon for making the electicn for the
residue of the term iade vacant. ButIdo
not care whether he is elected for four years
or two years.

Mr. StecxsripGE.  In all the cases so far
as [ have olserved. in the report relerred to
by the gunteman from Carroll (Mr., Smithy;
the persors were appeinted, and not elected
for the residue of the term.

Mr. Smrure. It s ems to me ihot the
conventien ought to adopt one of two cours.s. |
Either the appoiuting pow:r, when it fills a |
vucancy,shonld fllit to theend of the term; er
if the convention is not disposed 10 authorize
that, Luiis disposed to requiie an election by
the jeope, when the people elect they shauld |
elect for a full term. If you requive the peo- |
ple to elect only for the balance of the term,
this state of things can arise under our present
coustitution. 1f a man resigns the office of

State’sattorney in October, the judge aj points

until the first Wednesday in November, and
at the first Wednesday in November the peo-
ple may actually bave to e.e3t two Ntate's
attorneys, oue for fuur years and the other for
two months. That is the Jaw us it is uvder
the present constitution. When a vacaney
oceurs towards the end of a teim, the pecple
Liave to elect two men, one 1o fill the vacun~
¢y, and one for the full term. It is an ab-
surdity. I agiee with the gentleman from
Carroll that the convention should make up
its mind to adoypt ore thing or the other.

Mr. StocxBriDGE moved 1o strike out afier
“gecur’’ in line five, to the word “for’’ in
li: e seven, €0 as toread :

“Section 5. In caseof avacancy in the office
of State’s attorney, or of ls removal from
the county or city in which heshall have Leen
elected, or on his conviction as herein speci-
fied, the said vacaucy shall be filled by the
jidge of the county or tity respectively, hav-
ing criminal jurizdiction in which said vacan-
¢y shall occur, for the residue of the term thus
made vacant,”’

Me. Tromas. That does away with the
amendment of the gentleman trom Baltimore
city (Mr. Stirling,) already adopted.

Mr. StirLiNg.  Yes, sir; aod [ think it is
a very seusible amendment.

Mr. Tuomas. The ounly otjection I have
to that amendment is this; that in the case uf
a vacancy in the cffice of State’s attorney,
the judge and the State’s attorney being so
intimately connected, as they are in the tians-
action of busine:s, it gives the judge the pow-
er to appoint a person as Sta'e’s attorney
who might perhaps be too much uuder the
power of the judge. [ think the amendment
just adopted a belter one, to let the judge ap-
point to fill the vacaney until the next geveral
elcetion, and then to let the people elcct for
four years.

The question was sta‘ed on Mr. CHAMBERS'S
amendwment,

Mr. CuamMBERS. My object was to avoid too
frequent cleetions. 1 did not care aboul the
form of it, and I will withdraw it.

The amendment submitted by Mr. Stock-
BRIDGE was agreed to.

No furiher amendment was offered.

ATTORNEY GENERAL.

The vext sec'ion was read as fullows:

¢ Scction 6. 1t shall be the duty of the c'erk
of the court of appeals, and the commisgioner
of the land office respectively, whenever a
case shall be brought into said court or o~
fice, in which the State is a party, or hus an
interest, immediately to voiify the attorney
general thereof”

Mr. SrocksripgE. This section relates to the
office of attorney general, and not at all to
State’s attorneys, and seems to be misplaced.
I move to strike it out here, and to insert it at-
ter section five, under the head of “ attorney
general.”’



